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Of all the biblical Holy Days, New Covenant believers often ask of Yom Kippur: “Why keep it?”  
After all, didn’t Yeshua die for our sins so that the Israelites would not have to continually 
depend upon the annual animal sacrifices for themselves and their Nation?  The answer, of 
course, is “yes,” so why do we still keep Yom Kippur?  It is because Leviticus 23:31 says:  
 
".. it shall be a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings." 
 
Without the Jerusalem Temple, without the Levitical priests, and with Yeshua already having 
sacrificed Himself for us, our knowing how to keep the Leviticus Yom Kippur statute today is a 
challenge.  That is probably why most of the body of believers minimizes its importance and 
thinks of it as a mere "shadow" of the fulfillment brought by Yeshua.  But we who are Jewish 
and K'rov Yisrael disciples of Yeshua must not ignore what God says is "a statute forever."  We 
believe that if God said it He meant it, and that there is therefore a proper way for us to keep it 
even now in the New Covenant. 
 
There are a few instructions in the Leviticus statute that we can keep without question – treating 
the day as a Sabbath, afflicting our souls (which we interpret as fasting), and having a holy 
convocation which is what we are doing.  But they are not the main purpose of the day.  The 
purpose at the time of Moses, was for Aaron, the High Priest, to first atone for his own sins and 
for those of his family (Leviticus 16:6) and then, having been rendered spiritually clean, to 
conduct sacrifices to atone for the sins of all the children of Israel (Leviticus 16:30-34). 
 
Today in the New Covenant, we have something analogous but better.  Instead of animal 
sacrifices, we have Yeshua's once-and-for-all sacrifice.  We also have Him as our High Priest, 
and we have a new "royal priesthood" that Scripture tells us is the Body of Believers.  Now we 
read in Exodus 19:6 that Israel was also made "a kingdom of priests" by God, so we who are 
Messianic Jews and K'rovei Yisrael, serve in two priesthoods and therefore have a double 
responsibility for rendering priestly service on Yom Kippur.  Today, Yom Kippur, we do this by 
identifying ourselves with Israel, confessing Israel's sins corporately, and praying for the 
salvation of the Jewish people who do not yet know Yeshua as Lord and savior.  We also pray 
for those Gentiles of the Nations who do not know Him, to receive Him as well.   
 
As I said previously, what we do on Yom Kippur is analogous to what was commanded to Moses 
and Aaron, except that our High Priest Yeshua has already conducted the Yom Kippur sacrifice, 
and has delegated responsibility to us to intercede for the Jewish people and others.  Also, 
Yeshua's sacrifice of Himself is good for all time, and does not have to be repeated each year as 
did Aaron's sacrifice of animals.  This, in my opinion, is how God wants us to keep Yom Kippur 
throughout our generations. 
 
Last year, I gave seven points that compared Yom Kippur in the Mosaic Covenant with Yom 
Kippur today; I will repeat them for you: 
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1. In the Mosaic Covenant, the priesthood order was of Aaron; in the New Covenant, the 
priesthood order is of Malki-Tzedek (Psalms 110:4; Hebrews 5:6, 10, 7:11). 
 
2. In the Mosaic Covenant, Aaron was High Priest; in the New Covenant, Yeshua is High Priest 
(Hebrews 5:9, 6:20). 
 
3. In the Mosaic Covenant, Israel was described as “a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” in 
which Aaron and his sons were appointed the priests; in the New Covenant, we who are 
believers in Yeshua, have become “a royal priesthood and a holy nation,” and we have become 
its New Covenant priests (Exodus 19:6; 1 Peter 2:5-11; Revelation 1:4-6). 
 
4. In the Mosaic Covenant, the blood of animals covered over but could not remove sin; in the 
New Covenant, the blood of Yeshua completely removes sin (Hebrews 9:25-26; 10:3, 11-12, 
17). 
 
5. In the Mosaic Covenant, the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place in the earthly Tabernacle 
once each year with animal blood; in the New Covenant, Yeshua entered the Most Holy Place in 
the Heavenly Tabernacle, once, for all, with His own blood  (Hebrews 9:6-7, 11-12, 25-26, 28; 
10:12). 
 
6. In the Mosaic Covenant, only the High Priest could enter the Most Holy Place; in the New 
Covenant, we who are priests can enter the Most Holy Place along with Yeshua (Leviticus 
16:17; Hebrews 9:7; 10:19-22). 
 
7. Finally, in the Mosaic Covenant, the High Priest placed the sins of Israel on a scapegoat; in the 
New Covenant, Yeshua, the High Priest, takes the sins of Israel upon Himself. (Leviticus 16:3-
10, 21-22; Hebrews 9:6-15). 
 


